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Welcome to this latest edition of the MUC MAG.  With the easing of 
government restrictions pertaining to COVID-19, we are starting 

to settle into a routine of "COVID-Normal", by worshipping together 
(masks are optional), and the various groups are scheduling regular 
meetings and events.  Even our Calendar of Coming Events now 
overflows onto a second page (for the first time in two years!)  A very 
recent event was MUC's response to Neighbourhood Day, usually 
celebrated on the last Sunday in March.  Here are some photos 
(courtesy of Jay) taken on the day (below, and on page 8).

In this edition, Jay has provided some background to our current 
theme of "Turn Turn Turn" and Kelly has given us some insight into the 
deep and meaningful discussions of the Youth and Young Adults during 
a Night Church session.  Again, Zak has garnered praise from another 
of our families for the activities he has instigated.

I am indebted to the ingenuity of Christina Linforth-Barker for 
creating yet another Cryptic Crossword and a Wordsearch.  (How did you go with the puzzles in the 
previous edition?  The answers are in this edition.)  On the theme of puzzles, in my archives I came across 
a page of weirdly paraphrased nursery rhymes.  I think it was something I was given when I took over as 
Editor of the St Davids monthly newsletter back in the early 1990s.  It originated from Alfred Jones 
(Glynis Ramsay's dad).  I have included five of these nursery rhymes for you to ponder and solve.  I must 
confess that three of them were too challenging for me, so had to contact Glynis to find the correct 
answers, which she did, and these will appear in the next edition of the MUC MAG.

In my column in the previous edition, I invited anyone interested in learning the use the new Audio/
Video equipment that we have for streaming and recording our worship services to let me know so that 
some training/familiarisation can be arranged.  It was a bit disappointing that no-one stepped forward - 
perhaps this was because they didn't read my Editorial???  
Regardless, the invitation is still open.  Peter Barnes has now sat in the 
driver's seat and done a commendable job, but we need a few more.  
Bruce and Jay are planning to be away for six weeks or so from the 
latter part of May and June and I will be also absent for some Sundays 
here and there.  Murrumbeena Uniting Church now has a sizeable 
following online, so streaming and recording our worship services is 
now essential, so please offer to help.  I have configured the system to 
make it relatively straightforward to use, so it isn't difficult.  The 
software program (vMix) is very powerful and capable of far more 
than we currently use, so this aspect shouldn't deter you.

Blessings upon you.

Roger McCowan
Please e-mail articles to: 

triumphguru@gmail.com, or 
hand them to Roger on a 

Sunday, preferrably no later 
than 15th May.

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
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FROM THE MINISTER

Rev Jay Robinson

Most of you will have noticed 
that as we’ve moved into Lent 

we’ve had a change in theme, logo 
and liturgy, as well as the colour.

Remember Lent is the 40 days 
that lead us into Easter and the 
resurrection.  It has its roots in the 
time that Jesus spent in the desert 
after his baptism, and even goes 
back to the time of the Exodus 
when the Israelites wandered in 
the desert for 40 years.

One interesting thing about 
Lent is that the 40 days do not 
include Sundays.  Lent is usually seen as a reflective time, a time to give up things or take on extra 
spiritual disciplines.  It is a time of repentance, of turning back to God, a time of preparation.

Sundays, the time when we gather together to worship God, are seen as a time of celebration and joy.  
I was recently asked if we don’t count Sundays in the days of Lent does that mean we can forget about 
our commitments that we made for Lent on Sunday?  I don’t think that is really what is meant by treating 
Sundays differently.

The ministry team has focused on this idea of turn, turn, turn.  During this time we are encouraged to 
turn back to God, we know that in all we do we need to be ready to turn to an alternative way of doing 
things at a moment’s notice.  To be ready to turn or change direction as the world around us throws 
things, events and people at us is a really necessary tool for us today.

Our readings during this time of Lent have also showed us the way things turned as Jesus journeyed 
toward Jerusalem and the glory of the cross.  We’ve spend longer in the day of Jesus crucifixion than we 
normally do, but that has meant we’ve been gaining some deeper insight and opportunities for reflection.

As we continue to consider where it is God is calling us to be we will need to make some changes in 
direction and turn to God for direction.  As we come through this time of Lent into the amazing time of 
Easter I pray that we all re-commit ourselves to God, working and walking with Christ as we show the 
world just what a Christ-centred life can look like.

ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING:

The Annual Congregational 
Meeting will be conducted in 
two parts.  Part 1 will be held 
immediately following 
morning worship on Sunday 
3rd April, comprising reports 
from the various church 
groups.

Part 2 will be held immediately 
following morning worship on 
Sunday 1st May, at which the 
more formal aspects (finances, 
elections, etc.) will be dealt 
with.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
What: Worship Service by the combined 
congregations of Murrumbeena and Coatesville 
Uniting Churches

When: 10:00am on Sunday 15th May 2022

Where: Coatesville Uniting Church, 1050 North Rd, 
East Bentleigh, on the corner of Mackie Road

Please let your Elder know if you would like 
assistance with getting to Coatesville.
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READINGS FOR APRIL/MAY 2022

3rd April John 19:1-16a Jesus Condemned – Lent 5

10th April John 19:16b-22 Jesus Crucified, Messiah – Passion Sunday

14th April John 19:23-30 Jesus’ last words - Maundy Thursday

15th April John 19:31-42 Jesus is Dead – Good Friday

17th April John 20:1-18 Jesus resurrected – EASTER SUNDAY!!!

Lent and Easter see us finish our journey through John and take a short trip through the Acts of the 
Apostles.  And, of course, there is Pentecost.  Kelly is going to be leading us through the end of May 

and all of June.

From Easter Sunday we will be exploring the terms of the resurrection and seeing just what Acts tells 
us, and the stories of the disciples following the resurrection.  We are still working on the titles, so let’s 
explore together!

Rev Jay Robinson

YAYA (YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS)

24th April John 20:19-31 The Terms of Resurrection

1st May Acts 1:6-14

8th May Acts 9:1-19a

15th May Acts 9:36-43

22nd May Acts 16:16-34

29th May Acts 17:16-31

5th June Acts 2:1-21 Pentecost Sunday
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YAYA (CONTINUED)
WHAT IS IT THAT HAPPENS AT NIGHT CHURCH?

I hope in the last MUC MAG edition you were able to see the many ways the youth and young adults are 
able to connect in to community through the Murrumbeena and The Sonder Collective community.  

This also included the 5:30pm Night Church services ‘starting up again’ at the beginning of Lent; so we 
are taking the opportunity to explore Lent in three different ways:

TURNING IN • TURNING OUT • TURNING UP

On March 20, looked at What it meant to ‘Turn Out’ in our relationship with God.

Usually when we speak about Lent we are given the story of Jesus tempted by Satan in the Desert for 
40 days, and so the practice of Lent is around ‘sacrifice’ and ‘denial’. Traditions have been around giving 
up luxuries in food, like sugars and fatteners… and then forms of meats, and now many people ‘give up’ 
things that ‘tempt’ them like sugary items, chocolate, social media, screen time… things and events 
where we think that denying ourselves of these items could bring us closer to God.

But, Lent can be more than that.

Lent is not about trying to make less of ourselves in order to be closer to God; rather is trying to find 
the ways that actively help ourselves turn toward God, and one way of turning toward God is by Turning 
Out and exploring the community.

And so on 20th March, we took the following questions and spend some time looking, reflecting and 
being in the community.  Some of us walked around the church grounds, others walked so far and 
accidentally ended up in Carnegie, some of us enjoyed a glass of wine at the local wine bar - but as each 
of us reflected turning toward our 
neighbourhood, we went to be 
amongst the neighbourhood.

» Is there anything missing 
in the community?

» Is there something you feel 
you can offer, or would 
like to do more of?

» Take a seat somewhere 
and think, and pray, about 
the people walking past.

» If a church was to be seen 
as an ‘active part’ of the 
community, what would 
you think that means?

» How do you put your faith 
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YAYA (CONTINUED)
in your day-to-day activities?

» Do people leave feeling like a better person after speaking with you? 
» What ways do you think your actions could improve your relationships with other people?
» How could others improve their actions with you?
» Is there anything you hope for in this community?
» What is something you love about this place?
» Have you noticed anything new?
We came back to the church and wrote up our reflections on the whiteboard together - these formed 

our thoughts on what does it mean to be in Murrumbeena, and what kind of community are we?  How do 
we continue to be the church and be people who offer transformation in our everyday practices?  Our 
actions everyday of the week should be a form of our worship and taking this time ‘Turning Out’ reminds 
us that our relationship with God is deeply 
connected to what our relationship with the 
community is, which means we have to know who 
our community is.  Do you know about the 
Murrumbeena community?

We then prayed together and finished our service 
by eating dinner at the new Malaysian restaurant on 
Neerim Road across from Murrumbeena train 
station, where we explored questions about God 
together as we ate delicious food.

Perhaps you should come and check out Night 
Church some time.

Ps Kelly Skilton

FAMILIES' AND CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Zak Hanyn

Another article, another month.  On the whole 
Children and Families Ministry at Murrumbeena has 

been going really well, in the New Year pastoral links are 
being strengthened, solid conversations are being had 
and there has been a resurgence of people connecting 
with the community in different ways.  Some of the 
highlights for me over the past couple of months have 
included pastoral visits to families, planning for 
Neighbour Day, being back in the kitchen/garden 
program at Murrumbeena Primary School, along with a 
recent and very enjoyable social picnic, just to name a 
few.  Pastorally I have caught up with most of the 
families in person over the past couple of months and it 
has been great to reconnect over sport, games, talking, 
eating and laughing together.  Neighbour Day 
preparations are going really well, the event will see the 
return of giant games, the fairy floss & popcorn 
machine, Michael the balloon man a barbecue kindly put 
on by Faye and the team at Caufield Rotary, the market 
stalls and other wonderful things too, more of this to 
come in the next article.  The primary school 
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FAMILIES' AND CHILDREN'S MINISTRY (CONT.)
connections have been going really 
well, I spend my time with 
students, parents and teachers 
split across the garden and in the 
kitchen, there seems to be a 
positive association of me with the 
school and an awaraness among 
the school community about me 
being apart of the Church.  When I 
met one of the mothers she said 
her son comes home talking about 
how much fun he has had being 
with me in the kitchen group, and 
describes me as the “guy who 
teaches me to cook at school and 
organises the fun events at the 
Church at Christmas.” It is great to 
have this association and build this 
connection with the local 
community, very worth while.  
Another recent highlight was the 
picnic.  We had 6 kids and 5 adults 
come along, we ate yummy food, 
played plenty of hide and seek, 
batted about a ball during cricket 
and had great fun laughing and 
talking together.  Caroline Kwong 
has a few words to share on her 
family's experience with the picnic:

On Saturday 12th March, we had a lovely afternoon catch up with other families from the 
congregation at the park in Rosanna Street.  We were blessed with beautiful weather, 
shared some yummy food, played some cricket and had many rounds of hide and seek.  
Zak, it turns out, is very good at this game; perhaps too good as we almost didn’t find 
him!  It was a great opportunity to reconnect with other families that we hadn’t seen for 
the past couple of years and also for Ellie and Lotte to get to know Zak once more.  On 
the way home when discussing with Ellie that we would try to attend church in person 
the next day her response was “Yeay...oh wait…will Zak be there?” to which her reaction 
was once again “yeay” when we assured her he would.  The opportunity to meet up 
socially the day before made the transition back to in person worship much easier for her 
and so we are thankful for these opportunities.

Thanks to Caroline for sharing those thoughts, it is always great to hear from different voices in the 
community.  It was wonderful having everyone there and seeing different people connect with each other 
for the first time.  It was particularly exhilarating to welcome and include baby Maxwell who was 3 weeks 
old at the time of the event.  There are a few exciting things on with children and families Ministry over 
lent and into Easter to look forward to.  If you are ever interested in being involved with children and 
families Ministry please let me know, we would always benefit from the extra help.
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LIFT WOMEN'S GROUP

Yes finally February started with the Lift Woman's Group meeting over breakfast at Cafe Del Mar.  So 
nice to be able to share a conversation face to face with no mask!

Looking forward to our monthly 
meeting ongoing.

This year we will have a monthly 
theme.  February was all about what 
makes you happy.  We created a poster 
with some great artistic ability shown by 
all!

All welcome to come.

Hope to see you there,

Blessings

Mary-lou 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

THEME: EASTER Puzzle created by  Christina Linforth-Barker
ACROSS

1.  A ruse Mel J confused with the temple city (9)

3.  Game turned around with zero reveals the last 
Greek letter (5)

5. Her DNA's in mix up with Jewish council (9)

7. Many are realising you're initially the first at the 
tomb (4)

9. If the confusion results in criminal next to Jesus (5)

11. He rode without energy to be the king of Judea (5)

13. Late mix-up holding last of lantern is never-ending 
(7)

15. Look in gate to reveal monarch (4)

16. Two sounds with the start of many blessings is 
where Jesus lay (4)

17. Jesus understood doing a sin firstly is a 
treacherous friend (5)

DOWN

1. Jess and you reported being 
switched around and finding our 
Saviour (5)

2. One in my payment (5)

4. Local pharmacist holds first 
letter of alphabet (5)

6. When going back with no H and 
with living existence, we get what 
Jesus promises us (3, 4)

8. Praised without a penny and 
lifted up (6)

10. Guard in aural place of Jesus' 
prayers (6)

12. Mafia head with means to 
unlock a door finds a helpful 4-
legged animal (6)

14. Heads of council ran or stayed 
silent where Jesus suffered and died 
(5)
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PUZZLES PAGE

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Did you attempt to solve the cryptic crossword in 
the February-March edition of the MUC 

MAG? You can check your answers here.

Thanks to Christina for creating the puzzle.

ANT

ARMADILLO

BEAR

CAT

DOG

ELEPHANT

FLY

FROG

GORILLA

HORSE

IGUANA

KANGAROO

KOALA

LEMUR

LEOPARD

LION

LIZARD

MONKEY

OCTOPUS

PELICAN

QUOKKA

RAT

SNAKE

TIGER

WOMBAT

YAK

ZEBRA

Puzzle created by

Christina 
Linforth-Barker

WORDSEARCH PUZZLE

Find the following words, which may be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal.

SEARCHWORD SOLUTION

Did you try the Word Search in the February-
March edition of the MUC MAG? You can 

check your answers here.

Thanks to Christina for creating the puzzle.
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CONTACTS FOR GROUPS

The calendar of events is on the next pages.  The contact details for the various groups that host these 
events are given below.

Knitting and Craft Circle
Glynis Ramsay

0407 506 662

Friendship Fellas
Roger McCowan

0439 711 381

Geoff Edwards

0409 568 206

LIFT
Mary-Lou Keur

0409 937 727

Roz Franklin

0403 762 695

Sonderfy
Kelly Skilton

0432 714 758

Murrumbeena Uniting 
Afternoon Fellowship Group
Anne Don

9578 4217

Women's Bible Study
Alison Campbell Rate

0438 569 690

Lending Library
Anne Don

9578 4217

Murrumbeena Community 
Garden

Kay Pentland

Glynis Ramsay

0407 506 662

HOW DID IT BEGIN?
THE “DOG-COLLAR”

The clergyman’s badge of office—his collar worn back to front—is of comparatively recent origin and 
far from being ecclesiastical.  To wear it is really contrary to the early wishes of Church authorities, 

who were strongly opposed to a priest put ting on any distinctive kind of dress.  Indeed, Pope Celestinus, 
in 428 A.D., reprimanded those bishops who dared to wear a costume that distinguished them from other 
people.  This was considered a denial of the original democratic and non-professional character of 
Christianity.

When, despite these views and directions, priests eventually appeared dressed differently from the 
laity, their clothes were not a new ecclesiastical type of uniform.  On the contrary, they were a 
continuation of a pagan mode of attire!  It did not originate in biblical teachings or traditions but in old 
Roman custom.

When in the 6th century fashions changed and people abandoned the traditional Roman kind of 
apparel, the clergy, conservative in all things, did not follow suit.  They refused to adopt the “modern” 
garment and continued to use the now outmoded dress.

Whilst laymen got used to putting on the new short tunics, trousers and cloaks, priests persisted in 
wearing the Roman toga and long type of tunic, still surviving today in the surplice, cassock and frock.  
Indeed, Pope Gregory the Great, determined to obstruct any change, decried the new fashion as 
barbarian and decreed retention of the Roman garb by his priests.

It was only in the 9th century that Christian authorities tried to add to this Roman way of secular dress 
some likeness to the ancient priestly vestments, worn by the Aaronites in King Solomon’s Temple.

The clerical collar itself is a development, or more accurately a relic, of that part of medieval “priestly” 
garb which was known as the Amice.  This was a square of white linen worn in the 11th century by priests 
celebrating Mass.  Tied both at back and front with a series of strings, it formed a triangular type of scarf. 
This was modified in Tudor times to become a white neck cloth with long tag ends which, eventually, were 
dropped.

The original purpose of this “dog-collar” had no religious association but was most utilitarian.  It was 
a sort of scarf (worn already by Roman public orators) to protect the throat and neck of speakers against 
cold and a very practical way of preventing the rest of the garment from being stained by perspiration.

The cloth is attached to a white collar.  This is merely the old white neck band which was worn by 
everybody from the 16th century onward until the introduction of our modern collar late last century.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

RECOGNISE THESE NURSERY RHYMES?

Bold Chantecleer and Pegasus compose,
Take rein, and to the place appointed speed:
A maid with tintinnabulary toes
Thou'lt see bejewelled on a candid steed.

Cousin of lions, hail! Hail, tuneful shell!
'Mid canine mirth transcending Luna's sphere
Leapt Io. Where my hallowed orb? Not here! Not here!

Thrice sweet to tooth, yet not to lip was he:
He kissed, and every maiden eye was wet;
When youthful beauty issued forth in glee,
He did a get.

Loud is the mead with bleating; from the farm
Out of the grain came lowing; Morpheus lies
Heavy upon the watcher. Up! Arise!
Caerulean infant, sound the bovine arm!

Little Richard or I!
Little Richard or I curtail!
Scampering up the face of time
Woman's furry foe behold.
Dong!
See him now no longer bold
scampering down the face of time.
Little Richard or I curtail!
Little Richard or I.

Long, long ago in a faraway land, someone with more time on their hands than they knew what to do 
with came up with paraphrases of some nursery rhymes.  Can you decipher them?  The answer to the 

first one is given on the right.

Ride a cock horse to Banbury Cross
To see a fine lady upon a white horse
With rings on her fingers and bells on her 
toes
She shall have music wherever she goes.
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Welcomers
/ Take up 
offering

Sound 
Desk/

vMix

Duty Elder Bible 
Reader

Communion 
Stewards

Count 
Offering

Morning 
Tea

Monthly 
Lunch 
Duty

Peter  B. Greg  P.
Roger M.

Peter B. Venora F.
John 19:16b
22

N/
A

Co
lin J.

Venora F. N/
A

Doug F. Bruce R.
Roger M.

N/A N/A Nirsa
(Bruce's Hot 
Cross Buns)

N/A

Carol F. Peter B.
Roger M.

Bruce R. Alison R.
John 20:118

N/A ?? Carol F. N/A

Geoff E. Bruce R.
Roger M.

Doug F. Geoff E.
John 20:1931

N/A Doug F. Nirsa Marg E.
Alison R.

APRIL 2022
Noticeboard: Pastoral Team

Vacuuming: Greg Pressey

MAY 2022
Noticeboard: Pastoral Team

Vacuuming: Geoff Edwards

1
0

1
5

1
7

2
4

1

8

1
5

2
2

2
9

Geoff E. Greg P.
Peter B.

N/A Anne D.
John 19:116a

Peter B.
Greg P.
Geoff E.

Greg P. Marg E. N/A
3

Welcomer
s/ Take up 
offering

Sound 
Desk/

vMix

Duty Elder Bible 
Reader

Communion 
Stewards

Count 
Offering

Morning 
Tea

Monthly 
Lunch 
Duty

Peter  B. Greg  P.
Roger M.

Roger M. Peter B.
Acts 9:119a

N/A Roger M. Shian C. N/A

Carol F. Bruce R.
Roger M.

Anne D. Sharon L.
Acts 16:1634

N/A Colin J. Venora F. Marg E.
Nirsa

Carol F.
Doug F.

Greg P.
Peter B.

Dave R. Dave R.
Acts 17:1631

N/A Marg E. Nirsa N/A

Doug F. Bruce R.
Roger M.

Doug F. Marg E.
Acts 1:614

Bruce R.
Greg P.
Doug F.

Greg P. Marg E. N/A

COMBINED SERVICE AT COATESVILLE


