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As well as our own website at
https://www.murrumbeenauniting.org.au/ you might find the 
following links of interest (if you haven't already).
Live stream of 10:00am Worship and Service:
facebook.com/murrumbeenauniting/
murrumbeenauniting.online.church
Recorded Service (view anytime on YouTube)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-v0xIBPkGfZJcOl062yCjg/

USEFUL LINKS ON THE INTERNET

https://www.murrumbeenauniting.org.au/
facebook.com/murrumbeenauniting/
https://murrumbeenauniting.online.church/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-v0xIBPkGfZJcOl062yCjg/
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Please e-mail articles to: 
triumphguru@gmail.com, or 

hand them to Roger on a 
Sunday, preferrably no later 

than 15th January.

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

I'm back, and the MUC MAG is back!  I hope you were't too dismayed to find there was no October/
November edition.  For those of you who don't know, I spent 11 weeks travelling around the country of 

my forebears – Scotland – in a Motorhome photograhing and documenting what I saw and experienced.  
I am indebted to those who took on the duties I usually perform (mainly the streaming, recording, and 
putting onto YouTube our weekly worship services) during my absence.

Also during my absence, other key absences have come about.  Zak has moved on and Kelly is about 
to move into a new position in Synod.  I'm sure there have been other changes which I am yet to catch 
up on, having ved back home on 30th November.

One that I will find particularly interesting and challenging is having Cafe Church in the foyer area 
during January – just how will we stream and record these services for those who are unable to attend 
MUC in person each week?  Jay said she has some ideas (phew).

Despite its hasty production, this MUC MAG has much of what you expect to see, with Jay's sharing 
of where we are at and where we are going over the coming weeks and months, a swan song from Kelly, 
the crossword and wordsearch puzzles created by Christina Linforth-Barker, as well as a Presbytery 
report from Marg Edwards and an update on Murrumbeena Connect.  For the future editions, it would 
be grand to have a wider variety of contributions from others in our congregation.  That said, we had an 
incident recently when an image was used as part of an article.  Unfortunately, that image was subject 
to copyright, and permission had not been obtained from the copyright owner.  So please note the 

disclaimer notice at the bottom of 
this page.

Blessings,

Roger McCowan

DISCLAIMER: ALL PHOTOS 
AND IMAGES SUBMITTED 
FOR PUBLICATION IN THE 
MUC MAG MUST BE 
OWNED BY THE PERSON 
SUBMITTING OR THEY MUST 
HOLD COPYRIGHT 
PERMISSION FOR THEIR USE.
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FROM THE MINISTER

Rev Jay Robinson

Hello everyone and welcome back to the MUC Mag for the end of the 
year!  Thank you so much to Roger for making the time to get this 

edition out even though he is still overseas, ahh, the magic of 
technology!

A few weeks ago Alison stood up before the congregation and 
announced that there is only one constant in life – change.  And change 
is certainly continuing to happen here at Murrumbeena UC.

Since January this year we have seen changes in our membership, 
some leaving us, some joining us, some still struggling with COVID and 
returning to worship with us on a Sunday morning.  We seen our groups 
slowly gathering again, but some of them will never gather in the way 
they used to again.  We’ve seen the beginning of exploring of what 
Murrumbeena Connect could look like and how we connect better with 
the community around us as well as connect our groups better.  We’ve also 
been challenged with how we connect better with each other, reflecting the words and deeds that Christ 
would want us to be.

Our Elders have begun discernment around how best they can be active in the congregation, we’ve 
undertaken some training around pastor care and the Pastoral Partner Program will be implemented in 
the first half of 2023.  Along with this program there will be an opportunity to elect new Elders and/or 
re-elect our existing Elders.  So, watch for some changes here.

Our ministry team is also changing.  Kelly has accepted a position with the Synod based at eLM 
(equipping Leadership for Mission).  Her role will be Younger Generations – New and Digital Ministries.  
This is a brand new position and suits Kelly so well.  Her gifts and skills are suited for this, we may find 
that she visits us when needed, but she’ll also be with so many more people as they explore new and 
digital ministries.  Kelly’s farewell service is Sunday 4th December with our special Christmas morning 
tea to follow.  Her last Sunday with us will be our Countdown2Christmas Festival on Sunday 11th 
December and then she’ll take some leave before beginning her new role in January some time.  We will 
miss her, I will miss her, but we are so excited for her and what is to come!

The Church Council is still working on what we need as a ministry team into the future.  A mix that 
will serve the church well and explore our community connections better.  With this in mind the Ministry 
to Children and Families Coordinator position has not been renewed as we explore just what it is 
Murrumbeena needs at this time and into the future.

Both of these changes mean that the families and children as well as the youth and young adults will 
be getting to see a bit more of me.  We’ve already begun some gatherings and contact groups for our 
families and children and more will happen in that area.  I’m working on the youth and young adults 
possibilities, so watch this space for more.

Christmas will be a time of joy and fun, but also a time to reflect and get ready for what is ahead.  But 
we also know that Christmas is not filled with joy and fun for everyone so our reflective Blue Christmas 
service again will be an important event in our Christmas calendar.

Another change that is going to happen is January 2023.  To allow our musicians to have a break, as 
well as a number of our people on the roster, we will have café church in the foyer during January.  This 
means we will meet around tables, share conversations and stories more, hear less of a sermon and do 
more of a study.  It will be a chance to get to know each other a bit better and create a space to ask 
questions and explore where you want to go.  There will still be morning tea – why else is it called café 
church – all the time rather than just after the service.

Our Blessing of the Backpacks service will be held on Sunday 22nd January 2023 at 2pm.  We might 
even take this outside to the garden if the weather is OK.

Let’s embrace this new season of Advent and changes to see just where God and 2023 will take us!
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READINGS FOR DEC 2022/JAN 2023

Welcome to the time of Advent and the celebration of the coming of the Christ Child into the world.  
Our Advent theme is “Time for….” as we move through that time of watching, waiting, preparing 

and expecting.  The stories and words of Esther and Isaiah as well as the stories Matthew tells us of the 
birth of Jesus make this a time for vision, action, promise, light and celebration.  

During Epiphany and through to the Transfiguration, we are entering into a series based around 
‘living’. That is living, truly living, as journeying people in the way God wants for us.

It is a time to reflect on our own homes and all the things we live ‘in’: flats, terraces, houses small and 
large, the solid, stable, (generally) immovable constructs around us.

It is time to reflect on what we live ‘with’: furniture and living equipment and gadgets. Some are 
necessary for survival, like cookers and heating. Some are gadgets and accessories that

are considered not only desirable, but increasingly necessary in the modern world, making living 
lighter and easier on one hand, but also weighing us down with additional worries on the other.

Rev Jay Robinson

Jay Robinson

Murrumbeena Connect is the name that has been decided upon as we explore what our community 
connections and involvement might be.

Further to the proposal presented to the congregation in July, Church Council have been exploring 
some possible connections and events as well as just what this program could look like in the future.

With this in mind, and using Friday mornings as a base, the month of November saw Rae Hynes join 
us for two weeks of an introduction to Auslan.  We are now all busy watching our fingers and finding out 
just who can or cannot spell!  It will be great to increase the ability to communicate with our Friday 
members who are deaf.

Our next main activity is Friday 16th December 
which will be our Christmas gathering.  There will be 
carols, Christmas food and fun as we finish off the 
year and begin to plan for next year.

We hope to get a program out for Murrumbeena 
Connect activities 2023 sometime in January.

MURRUMBEENA CONNECT
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COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS
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PRESBYTERY REPORT

Marg Edwards

PRESBYTERY MEETING HELD ON 23RD NOVEMBER, 2022

This was our first face to face meeting in a long time and it was great!!

It was an interesting meeting, the highlight of which was the 'Release of Ties' for Duncan Macleod as 
our Presbytery leader.  It was very moving to hear all the wonderful stories and accolades about his time 
as Leader and Presbytery Minister at the PPE Presbytery.  He has accepted a position at eLM (Synod).

We also heard from Andrea Maise of the Climate Justice Workforce and Assembly's commitment to 
achieve Net zero emissions in the future.  We looked at ways each congregation might work to achieve 
a reduction of carbon emissions in the future.

To support this goal, we heard two wonderful stories of Environmental Justice within our Presbytery.  
Very impressive was the work that has been done at Hampton Uniting Church and also at Cornish College 
where the 'Rings of Sustainability' are at the core of their curriculum.

There was the retirement of a number of positions and the election of new office bearers.

A delicious supper was served during the break, which got people mingling and chatting.

All in all a wonderful, positive evening.

KELLY SKILTON - LIFE AT MUC

After nearly 9 years it is time for Kelly to move on.  The Vic Tas Synod has called Kelly to a brand new 
position with the eLM (equipping Leadership for Mission) department of the Centre for Theology and 

Ministry.  Kelly will be based at the CTM but travel around resourcing communities, congregation and 
new expressions of discipleship, ministry and mission throughout the whole of Victoria and Tasmania.

This is an exciting new direction for Kelly, although we could say that she has been working up to this 
for the past 5 or 6 years.  So we send her from with us much excitement and anticipation but also with 
much sadness and loss.  Kelly has stretched us always, challenged the way we see things and think 
through issues, fed us with her preaching, bible studies and general conversations and prompted us to 
be open and accepting of all who come through our doors.

We will miss her, but will also be watching just what is next from the sidelines.  Blessings to you Kelly!
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SPIRITFARER

So, what could I possibly 
write about in my last MUC 

MAG entry?

Along with a tremendous 
thank you for being an 
incredible community to serve 
and walk alongside for nearly 
10 years, I thought I would 
share one of the activities that I 
do digitally — a great segue 
into the New and Digital 
Ministries position, I think.

During the week you might 
find me sitting at my computer 
for 3-4 hours playing a 
computer game.  This seems ridiculous to say that this is an act of ministry, but it is exactly that.  The 
game, topics, snacks and timeframe are all chosen specifically to encourage conversation, as people are 
invited to participate by writing comments, questions and responses as the game is played in real time.  
You can even see a little video of my face and so people are able to engage in a conversation with me 
during this time.

So why do we do this? Much like the tennis clubs, and knitting groups, we choose to meet together 
over a common hobby or interest.  However, we know that these activities are there to provide a meeting 
point for conversation and community.  For younger people today a popular hobby is computer and 
boardgames - things that allow possibilities and imagination to run free.  They are also perfect activities 
that encourage corporation, objectives, critical thinking and give an opportunity to check in with how 
people are going and what they’re up to throughout the week.  Because of this, the 3-4 hours of playing 
a computer game is the perfect opportunity for pastoral care for those who are in need of a chat and are 
looking for company.

The specific game that I have been playing is one called ‘Spiritfarer’ - a sombre adventure game in 
which you must help spirits move on from the afterlife.  I chose it because of the conversations it could 
help bring up about faith, life, death and grief.  In the game you play a character called Stella, who travels 
between islands in the Spiritfarer world, meeting spirits that are stuck and need help in moving on.  It is 
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SPIRITFARER

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

Did you try the Fruit and Vegetables 
Crossword in the August-September 

edition of the MUC MAG? You can check 
your answers here.  Thanks to Christina for 
creating the puzzle.

based on classical Greek mythology, and because Jesus grew up in a Greco-Roman world we often find 
ourselves talking about God and faith.

Though it seems ‘easy’, sitting down for 3-4 hours to provide a gathering point of connection means 
you are simultaneously playing a computer game while focusing on the people and stories that are being 
shared.  It is a lot of work, but it provides incredible opportunities for people to ask about what the 
purpose of life, faith, and gives space to speak about work, struggles and joys.

This is only one example of what Digital ministries can 
look like (there are many different ways we do ministry in 
the digital world), and it has been such a good time of 
experimenting and learning.  I am looking forward to the 
communities, connections, discipling and missions that 
are growing in this area of the church.

My hope is that people are able to remain open enough 
to the possibilities of new and digital ministries even 
though they are, and will be, different to how church has 
been done before.  Why?  because these meeting points of 
connection allow us to serve and walk alongside people in 
their day-to-day lives, hopefully giving us a chance to 
share a glimpse of who this Jesus person is.

Kelly
(or as the online community knows me as: 

PastoralHare)

SEARCHWORD SOLUTION

Did you try the Countries Word Search in the 
previous edition of the MUC MAG? You can 

check your answers here.  Thanks to Christina 
for creating the puzzle.

The solution phrase is "We are different and 
yet the same and all share in this one world 
under God's loving care."

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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CONTACTS FOR GROUPS

Knitting and Craft Circle
Glynis Ramsay

0407 506 662

Friendship Fellas
Roger McCowan

0439 711 381

Geoff Edwards

0409 568 206

LIFT
Mary-Lou Keur

0409 937 727

Roz Franklin

0403 762 695

Sonderfy
Kelly Skilton

0432 714 758

Murrumbeena Uniting 
Afternoon Fellowship Group
Anne Don

9578 4217

Women's Bible Study
Alison Campbell Rate

0438 569 690

Lending Library
Anne Don

9578 4217

Murrumbeena Community 
Garden

Kay Pentland

Glynis Ramsay

0407 506 662

WORDSEARCH PUZZLE – MUSIC

Find the following words, which may be horizontal, vertical, or 
diagonal. The leftover letters form a sentence.

PUZZLES PAGE

ALTO
ARRANGEMENT
BAND
BASS
BEAT
BRASS
CHOIR
CHORD
CHORUS
COMPOSER
CONDUCTOR
FALSETTO
HARMONY
LYRICS
NOTES
ORCHESTRA
PERCUSSION
REFRAIN
SHEET MUSIC
SONGS
SOPRANO
STRINGS
TENOR
TUNE
VERSE
VOCALIST
WOODWIND
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS



Page 12 December 2022 – January 2023 MUC MAG

AUGUST 2022
Noticeboard: Pastoral Team

Vacuuming: Everyone help out!

SEPTEMBER 2022
Noticeboard: Pastoral Team

Vacuuming: Volunteer needed!


